[Ecdysterone promotes wound healing in rabbits].
To study the efficacy of ecdysterone in promoting wound healing in rabbits. Twenty-one New Zealand rabbits were randomized equally into 3 groups and in each rabbit, 4 separate full-thickness skin wounds were induced and treated with dexamethasone, ecdysterone and Yunnan white powder, or untreated, respectively. On day 3, 6, and 9, respectively, one group of rabbits were sacrificed and the local wound tissue was obtained for pathological examination. Three days after the operation, the 4 wounds in each rabbit did not show significant difference in the healing rate (P>0.05). On day 6, as was similar to day 9, ecdysterone and Yunnan white powder showed better efficacy in promoting wound healing than dexamethasone (P<0.01), the latter having similar effect with the control management (P>0.05), and that of ecdysterone was similar to Yunnan white powder (P>0.05). Pathologically, early stage of wound healing was characterized by exudation and hyperemia, and on days 6 and 9, ecdysterone and Yunnan white powder exhibited similar strong effect for shaping the granulation tissue and stimulating epithelial cell proliferation. Ecdysterone can obviously promote wound healing in rabbits, which may offer a clinical alternative for promoting wound healing.